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Transition Contacts Meeting 2023

Jennifer Duggar, M.S., CCC‐SLP, M.Ed.

State Lead

Occupational Therapy, Orthopedic Impairment, Physical Therapy,

Speech‐Language Pathology & Secondary Transition
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Agenda

• Introduction
• Florida Department of Education: Mission, Vision, 

Goals, and Values
• Secondary Transition
• Exceptional Student Education Data
• Professional Development
• Resources
• Wrap‐Up
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FDOE
Mission and Vision

• The mission of Florida’s K‐20 education system shall be 
to increase the proficiency of all students within one 
seamless, efficient system, by allowing them the 
opportunity to expand their knowledge and skills 
through learning opportunities and research valued by 
students, parents, and communities.

• Florida will have an efficient world‐class education 
system that engages and prepares all students to be 
globally competitive for college and careers.

From: Section 1008.31, Florida Statutes (F.S.) and FDOE’s Strategic Plan (2021)
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FDOE Goals

1. Highest student achievement, as indicated by 
evidence of student learning gains at all levels. 

2. Seamless articulation and maximum access, as 
measured by evidence of progression, readiness, and 
access by targeted groups of students identified by the 
Commissioner of Education.  

3. Skilled workforce and economic development, as 
measured by evidence of employment and earnings. 

4. Quality efficient services, as measured by evidence of 
return on investment.

From: Section 1008.31, F.S. and FDOE’s Strategic Plan (2021)
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2020‐2025: Values Alignment
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Six Key 
Practices

Use Data 
Well

Focus 
Goals

Shared 
Instructional 
Practices

Implement 
Deeply

Monitor 
and Provide 
Feedback

Inquire and 
Learn

Theory of Action
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Secondary Transition

 Section 300.43 of Title 34, Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.), provides
for a coordinated set of activities for a student with a disability that:

• is designed within an outcome‐oriented process, that promotes 
movement from school to post‐school activities, including 
postsecondary education, vocational training, integrated
employment, continuing and adult education, adult services,
independent living or community participation.

 Section 1003.5716, Florida Statutes (F.S.), ensures quality planning
for a successful transition of a student with a disability to
postsecondary education and career opportunities.

• starting transition at an earlier age or grade, whichever occurs first
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Section 1003.5716 F.S., Transition to postsecondary 
education and career opportunities

IEP Requirements for Students with Disabilities

 An IEP team must start the transition process during the student’s seventh grade year or when the 
student attains the age of 12, whichever occurs first.

 An IEP team must have an operational plan in place that is implemented on the first day of the 
student’s first year in high school or when he or she attains the age of 14, whichever occurs first.

 A statement of the student’s intent to pursue a standard high school diploma must document 
discussion of the process of deferment of a standard high school diploma and a signed statement of 
the student’s intention to defer the high school diploma, if applicable.

 School districts must provide to a student with a disability and his or her parent information on the 
following:

• School‐based transition programs and programs and services available through Florida’s Center 
for Student’s with Unique Abilities;

• the Florida Centers for Independent Living;

• the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation;

• the Agency for Persons with Disabilities; and

• the Division of Blind Services
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 Deferral of Standard Diploma
• Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) ends upon receipt

of a standard diploma OR the age of 22
• Deferral of diploma is allowed up to the age of 22 or whenever the 

student accepts a diploma, whichever occurs first

 Process for both described in Rule 6A‐1.09963, Florida Administrative
Code (F.A.C.)

 Deferral is an IEP team decision

 Based on the individual transition needs of the student

 The decision to defer can be made for students who are expected to 
meet high school graduation requirements and have transition plan for:

• accelerated college credit

• industry certification
• a collegiate high school program
• courses to satisfy the Scholar designation or

• a structured work‐study program

Deferral of Diploma
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Exceptional Student Education
Data
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Graduating College, Career, and Life 
Ready
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SWD as Percent of Total Population

Source: Final Survey 2, 2022‐23
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Florida’s Students with Disabilities (SWD)
Fall 2022

ASD – Autism Spectrum 
Disorder

SLD – Specific Learning 
Disability

OHI – Other Health Impairment

IND – Intellectual Disability

DD – Developmentally Delayed

SI – Speech Impaired

LI – Language Impaired

EBD – Emotional/Behavioral 
Disability

Other – Defined on next slide

• Areas of Eligibility:

Source: Final Survey 2, 2022‐23
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Florida’s SWD, Other Categories
Fall 2022

Source: Final Survey 2, 2022‐23

• Other Disabilities

HH – Hospitalized or Homebound

DSI – Dual Sensory Impaired

TBI – Traumatic Brain Injury

EC – Established Conditions (0‐2)

OI – Orthopedic Impairment

DHH – Deaf or Hard‐of‐Hearing

VI ‐‐ Visual Impairment
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SWD Federal Uniform Graduation Rates 

Gap between SWD and All 
Students has decreased 

from 

7.8
percentage 

points in 2020‐21 to

3.8 
percentage

points in 2021‐22.

Source: Survey 5, 2021‐22

All Students
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State Performance 
Plan (SPP)
Annual Performance 
Report (APR)
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 Federal Requirement

 Evaluate the state’s implementation of IDEA Part B

 Describes how the state will improve
implementation

 There are 17 indicators to report on annually

 We report local educational agency (LEA) and
state performance on all 17 indicators

 Four indicators related to secondary transition

• Indicator 1 – Graduation

• Indicator 2 – Dropout

• Indicator 13 – Secondary Transition with
Individual Educational Plan (IEP) goals –
compliance

• Indicator 14 – Post‐school Outcomes

www.FLDOE.org
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What Indicators are Related to Secondary
Transition?

Indicator 13

A compliant TIEP
supports
improved 
student 

performance

Indicator 2

Remain in 
school; not 
dropout

Indicator 1

Graduate on 
time

Indicator 14

Support the 
positive post 

school outcomes 
after graduation
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Indicator 1 Graduation
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SWD Standard Diploma Graduation Rates

Source: Survey 5, 2021‐22
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Indicator 2 Dropout
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SWD Drop‐out Rates

Source: Survey 5, 2021‐22
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Indicator 13 Secondary Transition
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Transition Components in the IEP (Compliance)

Source: State Monitoring, 2021‐22

Target 100%
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Indicator 14 Post‐School Outcomes
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Post‐school Outcomes

Higher 
Education

Higher 
Education or 
Competitively 
Employed

Employed or 
Continuing 
Education

Source: FETPTP, 2020‐21
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Post‐school Outcomes

Source: FETPTP, 2020‐21
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Indicator 8 Parent Involvement
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Source: Final Survey 5, 2021‐22

SWD Parent Involvement K12
Percent Surveys At or Above Standard
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Source: Final Survey 5, 2021‐22

SWD Parent Involvement K12
Lowest Scoring Survey Items
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Source: Final Survey 5, 2021‐22

SWD Parent Involvement K12
Highest Scoring Survey Items
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Source: Final Survey 5, 2021‐22

SWD Parent Involvement Grade 8‐12
Transition Survey Items
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Professional Development
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Online Resources  

• Please visit http://pdportal.florida‐ese.org

• Online courses include:
• Secondary Transition – 20 points
• Building Inclusive Schools – 10 points
• Effective Teaching Practices for SWD – 20 points

• And many more!
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Resources
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FDOE/BEESS Contacts 

• Grant Questions: IDEAgrant@fldoe.org
• ESE Compliance Questions: 
BEESSMonitoring@fldoe.org
• Student Services: 
studentsupportservices1@fldoe.org
• ESE Questions: BESESupport@fldoe.org
• Staff Contacts: 
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional‐
student‐edu/staff/
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Evidence‐based Assistance Provided by Florida’s IDEA 
Discretionary Projects
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Contact Information
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Jenny Duggar

Jennifer.Duggar@fldoe.org

850‐245‐0475
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Thank You!

BEESS looks forward to continuing to partner with all 
stakeholders as we prioritize the collaborative work 
to support the provision of a world class educational 
system for all students, including students with 
disabilities.
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