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Frequently Asked Questions

Students Served in Exceptional Student Education: 

Completing the Middle School Career/Education Planning Course and ePEP

The following information was shared with FACTS.org from the Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services (BEESS). All related questions should be sent to BEESS directly.

www.fldoe.org/ese/
Overview

In order to be promoted to 9th grade, all middle school students must complete a career and education planning course, which requires the creation of an academic and career plan for high school using the electronic Personal Education Planner (ePEP) on the Florida Academic Counseling and Tracking for Students (FACTS) at the Internet Web site, www.FACTS.org. The course may be offered in 7th or 8th grade, and it may stand alone or be integrated into an existing course. This requirement became effective for the 6th grade class in the 2006-07 school year. There is no exemption from the middle school career course or the ePEP for students with disabilities regardless of their diploma decisions. The Exceptional Education courses found via http://www.fldoe.org/workforce/ced/pdf/approved-courses.pdf can be used to satisfy the course requirement. As the career and education planning course must result in completion of the (ePEP), teachers are encouraged to incorporate the completion of the ePEP into the course. Once completed, the ePEP must be signed by the student, counselor/advisor/instructor, and parent. Additionally, the ePEP must be reviewed and updated annually.
Linking with ESE Requirements
Beginning in eighth grade, or during the school year when they turn 14, whichever is sooner, there are certain requirements for students with disabilities, who are eligible for ESE and have Individual Educational Plans (IEPs). Beginning with this IEP meeting, the IEP team must  
· Document steps taken to ensure that the student’s strengths, preferences, and interests were considered 

· Develop a statement of whether the student is pursuing a course of study leading to a standard or special diploma (description of instructional program and experiences, not a course listing) 
· Begin the process of identifying transition services, to include consideration of the student’s need for instruction or the provision of information in the area of self-determination to assist the student to be able to actively and effectively participate in IEP meetings and self-advocate, so that needed postsecondary goals may be identified and in place by age sixteen (16)
· Document the diploma decision (standard or special diploma).
When students turn 16, the IEP team must address a number of additional items, including the development of measurable postsecondary goals in the areas of education or training, employment, and when needed, independent living. These measurable postsecondary goals must be based on age-appropriate transition assessment. Beginning to think about future goals as part of the career and education planning course and development of ePEP in middle school will help students be better prepared for their IEP meetings in both middle and high school. It will also help ensure that courses selected and future plans identified support and align with the content of the student’s IEP.

Resources

There are numerous resources that can assist students in exploring careers, interests, preferences, and needs. Our most current resources can be found on the Project 10: Transition Education Network website at http://www.project10.info. Suggested resources from Project 10 as well as the Florida Department of Education, Clearinghouse Information Center, include the following:

· A PowerPoint and multiple resources on Transition Assessment can be found via the Project 10 Web site at the link below. Transition assessment resources will be especially useful not only in planning to develop the ePEP but in preparing students with disabilities to effectively participate in their IEP meetings. The NSTTAC Age-Appropriate Transition Assessment Guide, Transition Assessment Fact Sheet, and Transition Assessment Matrix should be particularly helpful. 
http://www.project10.info/StatePerformancePlan.php 
· The Transition Wheel is designed to provide topical briefs (spokes) on secondary transition issues periodically throughout the year. The intent is to get timely information to school professionals in easy to read and use formats. The link below will take you to the Transition Wheel page of the Project 10 Web site where you can download the appropriate spoke on “Transition Assessment.” This document includes resources for all students with disabilities, including a special section for students with significant disabilities. http://www.project10.info/TransitionWheel.php?PageCategory=Transition%20Wheel 
· The Career Development page of the Project 10 Web site provides resources built on materials developed by the Florida Department of Education to help educators, students, and families explore student career questions such as:

· Assess: Who am I?  What are my interests, values, skills, aptitudes, and talents?  

· Explore: Where am I going?  Where can I find information on careers, the labor market, career clusters, and connecting school to work? 

· Plan: How do I get there?  What skills do I need to develop?  What classes and training do I need?  How do I find employment?  How do I market my skills and talents?
The link below will take you to the information and resources on career development.

http://www.project10.info/CareerDevelopment.php
· Person-Centered Planning (PCP) is an approach to promote self-determination for individuals with disabilities. It is frequently used with students with more significant disabilities who need an alternative to traditional approaches in order to convey their strengths, preferences, interests, and needs. The Project 10 link below provides resources for person-centered planning.
http://www.project10.info/DetailPage.php?MainPageID=103 

· Program Options for Students with Disabilities: Career Education and Adult General Education is a brochure that provides an overview of the range of program options in career education and adult general education for students with disabilities. The brochure identifies types of career education and adult general education programs and provides related information about settings, types of activities, programs (course descriptions/curriculum frameworks), teacher certification, funding, reporting, benchmarks, educational plans, and expected outcomes. This document can be downloaded from the Clearinghouse Information Center via the following link: http://www.fldoe.org/ese/pubxhome.asp
· Selected staff of the Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services may also be of assistance. For additional information, contact

· Sheila Gritz, Program Specialist for Transition, Florida Department of Education, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services at (850) 245-0478 or by electronic mail at sheila.gritz@fldoe.org
Frequently Asked Questions

1. What if a student does not have the physical ability to complete the ePEP online?  Students may use accommodations to complete the ePEP such as using a scribe, writing it on paper and then transferring to the online program, or any other method deemed appropriate that will enable the student to complete his or her ePEP.  
2. What if a student is medically fragile or has significant intellectual disabilities?
For students who are medically fragile or have significant intellectual disabilities, we may need to explore additional methods to ascertain their strengths, interests, preferences, and needs so that planning is meaningful. As mentioned above, when all students with IEPs turn 16, the IEP team must develop measurable postsecondary goals in the areas of education or training, employment, and when needed, independent living based on age-appropriate transition assessment. Many of the tools found in the “Resources” section of FAQ offer effective practices for identifying the interests of students with more significant disabilities. Developing ePEP and addressing these areas earlier provides a wonderful opportunity for these students and teachers to begin a process that will only become stronger and more meaningful as they progress through method deemed appropriate that will enable the student to complete his or her ePEP.  
3. Would a medical transition plan or health care transition plan be more appropriate than ePEP for students with more significant disabilities?
While a medical transition plan or health care transition plan may be needed for some students, it represents different goals and does not supplant the ePEP. 

4. Is it appropriate for the teacher or counselor to fill this out for some students? If so, how valid would it really be?
The ePEP is not an assessment. It is a tool to assist the student with exploring his or her options during high school (e.g., courses, electives, etc.) and postsecondary education or training opportunities. If it is an appropriate accommodation for the teacher or counselor to fill out the ePEP, they may do so. This person should only be the scribe and should not make decisions for the student. See the “Resources” section for ideas on how to obtain content for completing the ePEP (e.g., transition assessment, person-centered planning) for students with more significant disabilities. 

5. If students are not "able" to complete the ePEP, will they be retained indefinitely? 

As previously mentioned, all students must participate in educational planning using the online student advising system known as FACTS.org, in order to be promoted to high school. There is no exemption for students with disabilities regardless of their diploma option. This legislative requirement is flexible enough that it should not be a hindrance to a student’s promotion to high school. 
6. I am assisting a middle school student who needs an ePEP for special diploma. Since we are planning by grade level, how do I know exactly which high school courses should be included in the ePEP?
To determine which courses the student will need in high school, you will need to review your district’s Student Progression Plan (SPP). The SPP delineates course credits by subject area required for graduation. It is also advisable to discuss course selection with the high school counselor/advisor/instructor responsible for scheduling prior to completing ePEP. Decisions made at the IEP team meeting will also have a role in course selection for each individual student. For example, if the IEP team determines that the student needs a career preparatory class during the ninth grade, you will need to determine which course(s) your district offers that will best meet the student’s needs.
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