
Supporting Secondary Students with 
Significant Cognitive Disabilities in 

the Virtual Environment 
Multi-Project Collaborative Webinar 

September 2nd, 2020 at 3:30 p.m. ET 



Reminders and “N-Etiquette” 

Welcome –

We’re Glad You Are 
Here Today!

 Your audio is automatically muted; please remain 
muted and turn off video
 The host may unmute you to expand upon a comment/question

 Use the chatbox to ask questions and make comments 
– we’ll be looking there throughout the webinar

 Use the “reaction” icons

 Closed captioning is available – Check toolbar for the 
option to Show Subtitles

 This webinar will be recorded. The webinar recording 
and presentation materials will be posted on the 
Project 10 website.



Goal and Objectives

Goal: To provide resources related to supporting secondary students with significant 
cognitive disabilities in the virtual environment, including strategies for establishing and 
facilitating communication with parents/families. 

Objectives:  After this training, participants will be able to:

1. Identify existing resources to support students with significant cognitive disabilities in the 
virtual environment

2. List transition-focused resources for families and teachers that can be used to support 
students with disabilities  

3. Describe where to go for additional assistance to support students with significant 
cognitive disabilities in the virtual environment 



Webinar Overview / Agenda

 Welcome/Introductions 
 Discretionary Project Resource Highlights 

 Access Project

 Florida Inclusion Network

 PS RtI Tech / Technology & Learning Connections

 Project 10:  Transition Education Network

 Sharing Opportunity; Questions
 Next Steps and Where to find further assistance



Poll – We Want Your Input

What percentage of your caseload 
of students with disabilities is 
currently being served virtually? 

(respond via the Zoom polling tool)

UPDATED 3.6.2020



Distance Learning for 
Secondary Students 
with Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities

Christi Yu M.Ed, Project Manager
Jeff Pruitt M.A., SLP, Project Coordinator



Online 
Discussion 
Groups

 March – May 2020
 Access project hosted 23 virtual discussion groups 
 Over 1260 teachers and paraprofessionals participated 
 Distance learning tools were discussed
 Resources gathered and vetted
 Best practices were discussed
 Strategies were shared amongst professionals



Care Giver’s Role in Distance Learning

• Importance of the care giver’s role in distance learning
• Adequate care giver training of distance learning tools
• Open communication between classroom teacher/school and caregiver
• Care giver “buy in” as an intrigual support for distance learning



Distance Learning Classroom Resources 
for Parents

Microsoft
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SemjM2fHV2Q

Google
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgS-hoSIjnw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SemjM2fHV2Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgS-hoSIjnw


Distance Learning Classroom Resources 
for Teachers

Microsoft
• https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/remote-learning

Google
• https://teachfromanywhere.google/intl/en/

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/remote-learning
https://teachfromanywhere.google/intl/en/


Supporting SEL Virtually

• Use breakout rooms and/or small groups to let students interact with one 
another around a topic or task (for example, a collaborative social studies or 
English project).

• Take your class on virtual field trips and allow them opportunities to interact 
over chat or audio.

• Hold an optional virtual lunch bunch or virtual game time for students to join.
• Include partner and teamwork as a part of regular class times.
• Continue to model AAC use and have students continue to do so, too.
• Use morning meetings and check-ins to connect students.

Taub, D., Reyes, E., & Bowman, J. (2020). Preparing for the First Week 
of School (DL #18). In TIES Distance Learning Series. TIES Center.



Accesstofls.org



Access

Website

Visual

Supports



Offline Distance Learning

How will you communicate with students who do not have 
reliable (or any) internet? Possible ideas

o Telephone
o Text
o Snail mail
o All materials and instructions in a bag
o Internet hotspots
o Recordings on a small MP3 player or on a DVD

Taub, D., Reyes, E., & Bowman, J. (2020). Preparing for the First Week of School 
(DL #18). In TIES Distance Learning Series. TIES Center.



Offline Distance Learning 

Options for student participation

o Telephone tree
o Letters
o Recording themselves and sending them to you
o Pictures of their work
o Individual phone calls

Taub, D., Reyes, E., & Bowman, J. (2020). Preparing for the First Week of School 
(DL #18). In TIES Distance Learning Series. TIES Center.



Access Project
is here to help



Best Practices for an Inclusive Virtual 
Environment

for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities



Florida Inclusion Network

The Florida Inclusion 
Network (FIN) collaborates 
with all districts and 
schools to provide 
customized services and 
supports ensuring all 
students with disabilities 
have the same 
educational, social, and 
future opportunities as 
their peers.



Re-opening Plans

http://www.fldoe.org/em-response/

http://www.fldoe.org/em-response/


Planning
• Plan intentionally and deliberately for providing specially 

designed instruction.
• Develop a consistent schedule and timeframe
• Develop and use an agenda 
• Discuss and establish norms and clear expectations for 

students virtually.
• Create lessons using differentiation and principles of 

Universal Design for Learning, specially designed 
instruction, accommodations and/or modifications.

• Plan to hold virtual help session for student support to 
reinforce learning.



Planning

Establish shared 
tools for virtual 
planning:



A Framework 
for 
Collaborative 
Planning



During Co-Planning

Plan Instruction
Design/adjust 

lessons Flexible groups Respectful 
Tasks

Responsive 
Environment

Determine Acceptable Evidence
Formatives Summatives Assignments Projects

Identify Desired Results
Learning Targets KUDs



Identify Desired Results

Learning Targets KUDs

FLS: LAFS.11-12.RI.2.6
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly 
effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of 
the text.

Access Points
LAFS.11-12.RI.2.AP.6a
Determine the author’s point of view or purpose in a text.

Essential Understanding:
Identify what an author tells about a topic.
Identify the author’s purpose in telling about a topic.
Then Identify the author’s opinion about the topic.

http://accesstofls.org/

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/accesstofls.org/__;!!PhOWcWs!gsaoawEvh3GvTJrlqsRxIkdiLJqTQk_rw9I1Q2Hm8BuKlBMI7JV6TxpvRWC29uzi$


Determine Acceptable Evidence

Formatives Summatives Assignments Projects

http://accesstofls.org/

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/accesstofls.org/__;!!PhOWcWs!gsaoawEvh3GvTJrlqsRxIkdiLJqTQk_rw9I1Q2Hm8BuKlBMI7JV6TxpvRWC29uzi$


http://accesstofls.org/

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/accesstofls.org/__;!!PhOWcWs!gsaoawEvh3GvTJrlqsRxIkdiLJqTQk_rw9I1Q2Hm8BuKlBMI7JV6TxpvRWC29uzi$


Plan Instruction

Design/adjust 
lessons Flexible groups Respectful 

Tasks
Responsive 

Environment

 Pictures, objects or tactile representations to illustrate the topic, events or details
 Sentence strips that provide support for the authors point of view
 Videos or storyboards/cards of the story for visual supports
 Technology (e.g., interactive whiteboard, informational texts read by the computer 

that highlights text)
 Content delivered using multi-media (e.g., book, storyboard, video, computer, etc.)
 Clearly differentiated multiple-choice answers
 Prepared objects, pictures, words, sentence strips, or recorded communication 

supports to provide access to content and facilitate responding
 Peer support, collaborative grouping

http://accesstofls.org/

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/accesstofls.org/__;!!PhOWcWs!gsaoawEvh3GvTJrlqsRxIkdiLJqTQk_rw9I1Q2Hm8BuKlBMI7JV6TxpvRWC29uzi$


Technology with Learning Needs



Students With Significant Disabilities

Learn best when they…

Have IEP goals that are embedded within naturally 
occurring instructional activities.

Practice, generalize, and maintain what they learn 
across a range of settings and situations.



Students with significant disabilities
Learn best when they…

Interact and develop relationships with same-age 
peers without disabilities.

Learn within the context of authentic activities in 
natural settings.



Teaching and Learning Considerations

1. Curriculum content: What we teach

2. Evidence-based instructional  practices: 
How we teach

3. Supports for Learning



Curriculum Content

Learning goals that are appropriate and 
aligned with typical class instructional activities.

Scope and pace of learning matches the 
students’ learning priorities, strengths and 
preferences.

Learning goals are meaningful for students now 
and in the future.



Evidence-Based Practices

Practices:

• I Do/ We Do/ You Do
• Verbal cues
• Pictoral prompts
• Hand-over-hand
• Task analysis
• Repeated practice
• Feedback
• Time delays





Supports for Learning

Reliable and flexible supports for learning, 

including the provision of modifications and 

accommodations as needed, in general 

education contexts.



Who Provides Support?

•General education teachers

•ESE teachers

•Therapists

•Reading/math coaches

•Paraprofessionals

•Other adults (intern, volunteer)

•Families



Supports at Home



Supports at Home



Supports at Home



Tips for Families in Supporting Their Children 
with Disabilities in Virtual Formats

http://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Parent-Virtual-Tips-SWD-Final-
03.24.20.pdf

http://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Parent-Virtual-Tips-SWD-Final-03.24.20.pdf


Social Media



Resources

CEC Resources for teaching remotely : 
https://cec.sped.org/Tools-and-Resources/Resources-for-
Teaching-Remotely

TIES Center:
https://tiescenter.org/resource/r8/67WB1STAKZfZD_KV47cg

https://cec.sped.org/Tools-and-Resources/Resources-for-Teaching-Remotely
https://tiescenter.org/resource/r8/67WB1STAKZfZD_KV47cg


Resources

“One Stop Shop for Resources” for educators
http://bit.ly/responses2020

FDLRS Providing Accommodations in a Virtual Environment
http://www.fdlrs.org/providing-accommodations-virtual-
environment

http://bit.ly/responses2020
http://www.fdlrs.org/providing-accommodations-virtual-environment


Resources
Tips and Tricks: Teachers Educating on Zoom
https://zoom.us/docs/doc/Tips%20and%20Tricks%20for%20T
eachers%20Educating%20on%20Zoom.pdf

Hooked on Innovation
https://hookedoninnovation.com/2020/05/13/25-strategies-
to-engage-zoom/

UF Literacy Institute: Tech Tools
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RX8CkDMtspAm
qHB66_Tz0HqfLjyAlxXUwiRf2kelcjE/edit#gid=0

https://zoom.us/docs/doc/Tips%20and%20Tricks%20for%20Teachers%20Educating%20on%20Zoom.pdf
https://hookedoninnovation.com/2020/05/13/25-strategies-to-engage-zoom/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RX8CkDMtspAmqHB66_Tz0HqfLjyAlxXUwiRf2kelcjE/edit#gid=0


Supporting Students with IEPs During 
eLearning Days

https://home.edweb.net/webinar/elearning20200323/
• Presented by Christine Fox, Deputy Executive Director, 

SETDA; Cynthia Curry, Director, National Center on 
Accessible Educational Materials and the Center on 
Inclusive Technology & Education Systems (CITES) at 
CAST; and Luis Perez, Technical Assistance Specialist, 
National Center on Accessible Educational Materials at 
CAST

https://home.edweb.net/webinar/elearning20200323/


Contact Information

• Kelly Claude, Executive Co-Director
• kclaude@contactfin.com

• JaSheena Ekhator, Executive Co-Director
• jekhator@contactfin.com

• Get to Know Your Local FIN Facilitators
• www.FloridaInclusionNetwork.com/meet-the-fin

mailto:kclaude@contactfin.com
mailto:jekhator@contactfin.com
http://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/meet-the-fin


 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting Secondary Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities in the Virtual 
Environment 

September 2, 2020 
 

• TLC-MTSS www.TLC-MTSS.com 
• ATIA webinars https://www.atia.org/usf-online-portal/ 
• Project CORE  http://www.project-core.com/ 
• AbleNet Action Dictionary https://www.ablenetinc.com/action-dictionary-epub 
• Convert mouse to switch https://conta.cc/3gEvEhS 
• Video – Aided Language  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flFNMky22-U&t=30s 

 
Enlarge cursor 

• Mac – System Preferences – Accessibility – Display- Cursor 
• PC – Settings – ease of access cursor and pointer size settings (size & thickness) 

 
 
 
AT & UDL Loan Library – contact your Local Assistive Technology Specialist (LATS) for support. 
https://www.at-udl.net/ 
 
 

 



Lauren S. Enders, M.A., CCC-SLP (Bucks County Intermediate Unit) 
Rachael Smolen, M.S., CCC-SLP (Bucks County Intermediate Unit) 

Sarah Gregory, M.S., CCC-SLP (Ithaca City School District) 
 

 

Video Conferencing Platform Features for Synchronous Instruction & Therapy 
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Google 
Meet 
 
Only G Suite admins can 
start a meeting 
 

NEW FEATURES COMING 
SOON! Stay tuned! 
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This chart was created by 3 SLP/Assistive Technology consultants for the purpose of supporting decisions on which video conferencing platform 
to use for synchronous teletherapy and instruction (based upon individual student/client needs). Features are subject to change at any time. 
 

Chart created April 2020, Updated August 27, 2020 



Secondary Transition Focused Professional 
Development and Resources for Distance Learning

Carly Detlefsen, Regional Transition Representative (RTR) for Region 2



Transition-Focused COVID-19 Resources
 Project 10's "What's New" 

webpage, features Upcoming & Past 
Webinars
http://project10.info/WhatsNew.php#
NS103

 Project 10’s COVID-19 webpage
http://project10.info/DPage.php?ID=42
8#NS266

 Project 10 Technical Assistance, 
Trainings and Publications
http://project10.info/DPage.php?ID=31
9



Helpful Online Transition-Related Resources

Access this Resource: 
http://project10.info/DPage.php?ID
=428#NS266



Sharing Transition Resources:  Webinar Recording 
and Materials

http://project10.info/DPage.php?ID=188

Visit our Past Conference-Webinars 
web page to access the following: 
 Webinar recordings (4/3, 5/8)
 Captioned Transcript
 Presentation slides
 Webinar Information Exchange at 

Teaming Up with Teacher to Share 
Transition Resources

 Helpful Online Transition 
Resources document



Transition-Related Family Products

 NEW Getting Ready for 
Education Opportunities after 
High School: Families Support 
Students for Success

 NEW Middle School Transition 
Trail Map for Families 
(also available in Spanish)

 NEW Benchmarks for Middle 
School Transition Planning

UPDATED 3.6.2020



Transition-Related Family Products

 Predictors of Post-School 
Outcomes

 The Family Guide to 
Secondary Transition 
Planning for SWD

 Secondary Transition 
Roadmap for Families
(also available in Spanish 
and Haitian Creole) 

UPDATED 3.6.2020



12

Regional Transition Representatives (RTRs):
 Yellow: Tracy Dempsey (1)

tracydempsey@usf.edu
 Orange: Carly Detlefsen (2)

cdetlefsen@usf.edu
 Green: Franklin Coker (3)

fjcoker@usf.edu
 Blue: Federico Valadez (4)

fvaladez@usf.edu
 Purple: Lisa Friedman-Chavez (5)

Lfchavez@usf.edu
Statewide Representatives:
 Carla Greene, Juvenile Justice Liaison 

carlagreene@usf.edu 
 Joey Nice,  Alternative Education Liaison

cjnice@usf.edu



Questions, Comments, etc. 

Please use the chatbox to submit any further questions or 
comments related to the information shared so far. 

 Student engagement with at-risk populations

 Final check-ins with seniors

 Family engagement

What challenges are you facing? 

What strategies have you used to address these 
challenges? 



Learning from each other –
We want to hear from you!

Please share… 

 Strategies

 Successes

 Further needs

 Burning questions 

UPDATED 3.6.2020



What’s Next?
Continued support from FDOE BEESS’ Discretionary 

Projects 
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7567/urlt/IDEADis
GrantProDesc.pdf

 Part 2 webinar/Follow up based on feedback received 
today – will be scheduled for October 

 Valuable lessons learned – what are yours? 
 Feel free to share via the chatbox



Questions and Thank You

 Questions, concerns, or 
recommendations?

 Thank you for your attendance and 
input today!

 Please complete webinar evaluation 
via poll 

This webinar recording and related 
materials will be available on the 

Project 10 website (www.Project10.info) 



Contact Information
Danie Roberts-Dahm & 

Carly Detlefsen
Christi Yu & Jeff Pruitt Kelly Claude & JaSheena

Ekhator
Janet Good

Project 10: Transition 
Education Network

Access Project Florida Inclusion Network 
(FIN)

PS RtI Tech / Technology & 
Learning Connections

Co-Director
/ Regional Transition 

Representative (RTR) 2

Project Manager / 
Project Coordinator

Executive Co-Directors TLC Unit Coordinator
AT & UDL Loan Library 

Distribution Center 
Coordinator,  Port Orange

Lroberts@usf.edu
/ Cdetlefsen@usf.edu

Yu.christina@brevardschools.or
g / 

Pruitt.jeff@brevardschools.org

kclaude@contactfin.com / 
jekhator@contactfin.com

jgood@usf.edu

(727) 873-4654 (321) 26-2326 ext. 12025 (888) 232-0421 (844) 848-8936

www. Project10.info www.accesstofls.org www.floridainclusionnetwork.com www.tlc-mtss.comUPDATED 3.6.2020
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