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PROJECT 10 TOPICAL BRIEFS are published on a bi-monthly basis. Each issue
focuses on a specific topic or theme, highlighting current and upcoming information
and events related to secondary transition. This month the Topical Brief is focused
on professional development.
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Network's (Project 10) mission is to assist
Florida school districts and stakeholders
to build their capacity to provide
secondary transition services to students
with disabilities. If you are reading this,
you are likely a school district staff
member or a transition stakeholder. The
primary focus of Project 10's initiatives is
to improve the academic success and
post-school outcomes of students with
disabilities by resourcing school district
personnel and transition stakeholders.
This means we are all about partnering with you to positively impact the lives of
students with disabilities.
District professional development activities in Florida are guided by Florida's
Professional Development System Evaluation Protocol*. Several of the underlying
tenets are summarized as follows:
Professional development, the process of continuous development for
educators and other education personnel, has as its core purpose improving
student achievement.
The use of professional learning communities (PLCs) for developing expertise
in professional educators is encouraged throughout the state. PLCs, a
prominently referenced practice by the National Staff Development Center
(NSDC), are groups of professional educators who meet regularly to study and
discuss effective learning and teaching practices.
All professional learning in Florida should be based on documented scientific
research or on a firm evidence base. National, state, university or consortia
organizations may provide districts and schools with the research/evidence. In
addition, promising practices may be piloted by districts through their own
efforts to document the evidence that the new strategies and techniques
positively impact student achievement within their student populations.
This Topical Brief will highlight some of the training options that are designed to
assist Project 10 accomplish its mission and assist school districts and transition
stakeholders expand their ability to provide services to students with disabilities.
Together we can foster greater levels of collaboration that will produce wellcoordinated efforts across school districts, families, agencies and organizations.
* Note: District professional development activities in Florida are guided by Florida's Professional
Development System Evaluation Protocol. The protocol is based on the NSDC definition of professional
learning. A complete copy of the referenced protocol is available from the FDOE here.

Teaming Up to Pass the Baton
Secondary transition is a pivotal time in the
lives of students and an enormous
responsibility for families and educators. It is
a time when 13+ years of education are
culminating for the purpose of launching
students into productive, fulfilling futures.
Much is at stake during this phase. The role
of transition educators is similar to the role of
a runner in a relay race. This leg of the race
is so important because the baton is being
passed on to the student in many respects and we want to ensure that baton is not
dropped.
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Project 10 teams up with transition educators and stakeholders in their direct service
to students through providing training and various types of technical assistance. New
trainings are continually developed and existing trainings revised and updated.
Face-to face training can be requested on the Project 10 website by contacting our
Regional Transition Representatives (RTRs) that serve five regions and through
Project 10's Department of Juvenile Justice Representative. Look for "Training on
Request" at http://project10.info/TrainingOnRequest.php.
A sample of available training options is listed below:
Developing Interagency Transition Teams
Describes the essential elements of effective interagency teaming and collaboration,
the process of forming a team, and activities and information for interagency
transition teams. (2-3 hours)
Graduation Requirements
Adapted from an online professional development course developed in partnership
with the Project 10: Transition Education Network, the Florida Department of
Education, and The Personnel Development Support Project at the Florida Center
for Interactive Media. This training will focus on topics related to graduation
requirements including: college and career readiness skills; graduation rates for
Florida's students with Disabilities; Florida high school completion options, including
those restricted to students with disabilities; and the necessary criteria for students
with disabilities to defer receipt of the standard diploma. (2-3 hours)
Introduction to Secondary Transition Planning for Students with Disabilities
Defines secondary transition, identifies key components of secondary transition
planning in Florida, discusses importance of moving from compliance to outcomes in
secondary transition and identifies evidence-based practices and resources for
secondary transition planning. (2-3 hours)
Students Transitioning to Adult Roles (STAR) Person-Centered Planning (PCP)
Shares the vision and goals of the STAR PCP process as well as describes the
participant roles and the steps and related documents used throughout the process.
The STAR PCP was designed to ensure students with disabilities who are
transitioning into postsecondary programs have the opportunity to plan their own
future with the support and encouragement of other adults in their lives.
Transition Basics: A Guide for Families
Reviews research on importance of family involvement, transition services, individual
educational plan (IEP) components, self-advocacy and self-determination,
responsibilities of schools, families and students, and resources supporting family
involvement in transition planning. The goal of this training is to help families of
students with disabilities understand the secondary transition process and how best
to participate for student post-school success.
Using School-level Data to Increase Graduation Success of Students with
Disabilities: An Early Warning System
Details how schools and districts can use early warning system (EWS) data to
promote timely graduation and post-school success. This training will include
information on how to access and utilize data to impact graduation rates at the
school level and interventions to help students graduate. In addition, effective
practices implemented in other districts across the state will be shared. (2-3 hours)
Using Transition Assessment Data to Write Measurable Postsecondary Goals
Discusses the legal requirements for transition assessment, a transition assessment
framework, and how assessment results are used to develop postsecondary goals,
transition services, and related curriculum. (2-3 hours)
Utilizing Data to Diagnose then Treat: Program Evaluation and Improvement
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Discusses the importance of district data and where to find it, identifies strengths
and challenges using self-assessment results, and explains how data can be used
for capacity building to improve outcomes. (60-75 minutes)
Online training is also available through the Personnel Development Portal at
http://pdportal.florida-ese.org. A new course on transition that encompasses and
expands on the earlier transition modules on transition assessment, transition IEPs,
summary of performance (SOP) and self-determination and self-advocacy will soon
be making its debut.

Resource Highlight: National Technical Assistance Center on
Transition (NTACT) Speaks About Professional
Development
This resource provides a brief overview
of professional development (PD) within the frame
of transition. Morningstar and Holberg (2017)
stated that, "PD is not new to education; however,
it is an emerging area of focus within transition."
They provide an annotated bibliography that
provides empirical research that explores
commonly held PD essentials. These PD
essentials are identified as follows:
Content focus is relevant and aligns with educators' knowledge and beliefs
Active learning opportunities exist
Team-based participation among educators
Sustained duration
The annotated bibliography is an interesting and easy read as the authors provide
brief summaries of each study. This resource would be great summer reading and is
available here.

Upcoming Events
The Florida Consortium on Inclusive Higher Education's Summer 2017
Institute
July 13, 2017
Live Oak Event Center
Orlando, Florida
Registration is now open for the Summer 2017 Institute: Florida's College Horizons
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for Students with Intellectual Disability. This institute is designed to give secondary
school administrators and teachers information on postsecondary opportunities
available for their students with intellectual disabilities, specifically attending
inclusive institutions of higher education and what steps should be taken prior to
applying for admission to these institutions. This institute will be in Orlando on July
13, 2017. In-service points and opportunities for travel-support funding are available.
Registration is at no cost and there are only 90 spots available, so register early.
Click here to register.
Questions? Contact Ilisa Patterson (ilisa.patterson@ucf.edu) or (407) 823-1098.
_______________________________________________________

Supporting Choices Workshop
July 14, 2017
Hilton Garden Inn
Orlando, Florida
If you have ever wondered what to tell parents interested in remaining involved in
their child's education when the student turns 18, then this workshop is for you.
Information about guardianship options and information on how to prepare students
for the responsibilities that come with becoming an adult will be shared.
Click here to register.
_______________________________________________________

2017 One Goal Summer Conference: Building the Future Together
"Putting Families and Children First
July 19 - 21, 2017
Hilton Tampa Downtown
Tampa, Florida
The One Goal Conference features keynote speaker, Elizabeth "Liz" Huntley, a
committed child advocate, attorney, inspirational speaker and author. Kevin Carnes,
the closing general session speaker, is a motivating, thought-provoking speaker.
Helen Blank, Ingrid Kanics and Keith Pentz are also featured guest presenters. All of
these speakers and the 96 exciting workshops from which to choose will make this
conference memorable!
Check out the conference brochure here.
For registration and hotel reservation information, visit the conference website.
Questions? Contact the conference coordinator, Frankie Allen, at (850) 893-6270 or
Carole West at carole.west@fldoe.org or (850) 245-0475.
_______________________________________________________

2017 Educational Strategies and Student Engagement Institute (ESSEI)
Destination Graduation: Together Ensuring Every Student Succeeds
September 18 - 20, 2017
Rosen Plaza Hotel
Orlando, Florida
ESSEI provides resources and capacity-building strategies for educators as they
serve Florida's student population. The event offers attendees the opportunity to
participate in discussions that explore solutions that counteract academic struggles,
school disengagement and dropout.
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More details about ESSEI are available here.
Register here.

Upcoming Webinars
2017-18 Project SEARCH Guidance Update
August 23, 2017
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM et
Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) is providing a webinar for VR vendors to review the
process for supporting participants in Florida's Project SEARCH for the 2017-18
school year. Both VR staff new to Project SEARCH as well as those with prior
Project SEARCH experience are welcome to attend.
Click here to register.
Questions? Contact Regina Rice (regina.rice@vr.fldoe.org).

Additional Announcements
ROOF Statewide Housing Survey
Residential Options of Florida (ROOF) is
creating more affordable housing options
for people with developmental disabilities
and want to know what kind of housing
opportunities would work best for you or
your loved one with a disability. They
have created a survey to learn about your needs, preferences and experiences.
The survey can be completed here.

Join Our Mailing List
About Project 10 Topical Briefs:
Project 10 Topical Briefs provide informational summaries and resource links related
to secondary transition.
Have a question? Want to find or recommend a resource? Have some great
news to share?
Email us at project10@stpete.usf.edu.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1128444227988&format=html&print=true

6/7

7/21/2017

Project 10 Topical Brief: Professional Development

For back issues of Project 10 Topical Briefs, visit the newsletter page on the Project
10 website at http://www.project10.info/Newsletter.php.
Project 10: Transition Education Network
Assists Florida school districts and relevant stakeholders in building capacity to
provide secondary transition services to students with disabilities in order to improve
their academic success and post-school outcomes.
Project 10: Transition Education Network
University of South Florida St. Petersburg
Questions or comments?
Email us at project10@stpete.usf.edu.
www.Project10.info

Project 10, University of South Florida St. Petersburg (USFSP), 140 7th Avenue South,
SVB 108, Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
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